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Balsam of Peru in Oz^ena. 

Prof. Rosenbach has found Peruvian balsam an excellent disinfectant in 
a series of cases which had resisted the usual deodorizing agents. It should 
be applied daily, by means of a brush, to the mucous membrane at the en¬ 
trance of the nasal cavities and by means of a tampon soaked in the liquid to 
the deeper portions .—Deutsche medinnUche Wochensrhrift, Feb. 7, 1889. 

Hydrofluoric Acid Treatment of Phthisis. 

In the January number of this journal an account was given of seventeen 
cases of phthisis treated by inhalations of hydrofluoric acid where good re¬ 
sults were obtained. Five cases have been since reported before the Buda- 
Pesth Medical Society, where the results were not satisfactory. 

In these cases care was undertaken to eliminate, as far as possible, the dis¬ 
turbing influence of climate by selecting only patients who had been for some 
time in Gobersdorf, where the investigation was carried out. Again, all five 
cases treated were in a tolerably stationary condition, but none were taken in 
which tubercle bacilli were not distinctly present in the sputa. 

Altogether, each patient was given from forty to fifty inhalations. At first 
only fifty litres (quarts) of impregnated air per patient were admitted into the 
room during the sitting of an hour’s duration. The amount was gradually 
increased until, during later sittings, as much as five or six hundred litres per 
patient were admitted. 

The subjective sensations seem to have been very disagreeable, for all the 
patients complained of a smarting sensation in the eyes, the nose, the pharynx, 
and the chest, which last is described as a somewhat severe pain. The cough 
and the expectoration also increased, and in more than one case hemorrhages 
occurred. Again, all the patients complained of headache and loss of sleep. 
The physical results were as follows: In every case the bacilli increased and 
the condition of the lungs became worse; in four cases the body weight de¬ 
creased from one to six pounds, increasing only one pound in one case, where, 
however, the other symptoms had undergone a change for the worse; in 
three cases the exacerbations of temperature increased to a very marked ex¬ 
tent; in four cases the vital capacity diminished, and in the remaining case, 
though it increased a little, the infiltration of the lung augmented very de¬ 
cidedly. 

From the above it would appear that so far from exercising any beneficial 
influence on the course of the disease, the inhalation of hydrofluoric acid 
proved hurtful in every one of the five cases in which it was tried.— Lancet , 
March 9, 1889. 

Pilocarpine in the Itching of Jaundice. 

It occurred to Dr. Goodiiart that a drug which so uniformly was produc¬ 
tive of speedy diaphoresis must profoundly modify the functions of the skin 
for the time being, and might in doing so relieve the itching in a patient with 
jaundice, which had hitherto defied treatment at his hands. One-third of a 
grain of pilocarpine did so quite beyond his expectation and kept the patient 
comfortable until she died. In the next case it was equally successful. The 
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patient had one-third of a grain injected subcutaneously many times, and 
always with this result, that the first twenty-four hours he was quite free, the 
second he was fairly free, and the third day he was getting bad again, and 
the dose had to be repeated. 

It was used without failure in six cases .—Britixh Medical Journal, January 
19, 1889. 
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Cupping-glasses as Diagnostic and Therapeutic Means. 

George White {Med. Record, January 26, 1889, 92) has for several 
years made extensive use of cupping-glasses for diagnostic purposes in the 
localization of diseased areas. He claims that the greater the congestion is 
at the point of contact, the greater the cutaneous coloration; and says that 
he has often been able to outline accurately a congested area of deeply lying 
tissue in this way. A number of cases are cited by way of illustration. As 
a therapeutic agent, too, the cupping has often proved of the greatest value 
in his hands. 

New Method of Treatment of Tubercular Processes. 

Landereb (quoted in Lot Nouveaux Rembdee, No. 1,1889) says that in the 
thorough treatment of tuberculosis, two different methods can be followed: 
l, either find a specific (like mercury in syphilis and quinine in malaria), a 
thing which no one has as yet succeeded in doing; or, 2, imitate nature, and 
endeavor by an inflammatory process to transform the tuberculous focus into 
a solid cicatrix. That this method of cure is rare, is due to the fact that 
tubercle is too poorly supplied with bloodvessels and with material for repara¬ 
tive change to undergo the process of cicatrization. The curative action of 
inflammation is well seen in the amelioration, or even temporary recovery of 
lupus after an attack of erysipelas. 

The author, in seeking to excite an aseptic inflammation by chemical means, 
has made use of balsam of Peru, which was recommended long ago by Sayre. 
Tuberculous ulcers, fistulas, etc., heal under the influence of an ointment 
composed of 1 part of balsam of Peru, 3-5 parts of diachylon ointment, and 1} 
parts of wax. Balsam of Peru may also be introduced hypodermatically 
into peripheral tubercular foci, if it is prepared according to the following 
formula: Balsam of Peru, mucilage of acacia, aa 15 grains; olive oil, q. s. to 



